
Visual Search



Visual Search

• Main Goals of Visual Search 1.0:
– Allow users to explore search results and understand their 

relationships without forcing users to read every result and 
make those deductions

– Add an interactive and ‘fun’ element to the EBSCOhost
interface

• Visual Search 1.0 Issues: 
– Usage very low
– Java applet complications
– Unacceptable reliance on a since discontinued partnership

Now, two new Visual Search options that build upon
original visual search goals, and offer more features



Visual Search
Option 1: “Columns”



Columns!
• Highlighted breadcrumb trail
• Easy flow
• Scroll results within Subject Clusters



Visual Search
Option 2: “Blocks”



Blocks!
• Compass navigation
• Click Subject Clusters to narrow
• Relevancy indicator



Blocks!
• Zoom in to see more detail
• Drag/drop blocks to “Collect Articles”
• You Are Here map
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Visual Search

• We recommend using Relevancy 
Ranking Sort as your profile default

• Coming Soon:
– All limiters and search options

– More than 250 results


